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        November 24, 2023 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
On behalf of all our board members, I wish to thank you, and especially our donors, for making this 
another successful year at AFC. Those who voluntarily contribute to organizations such as ours are 
stellar examples of private philanthropy at its most idealistic level. You give because you love the 
cathedral, or stained glass, or architecture, or…French culture! Every gift, large or small, is greatly 
appreciated by AFC’s Board. To those new to AFC, or unsure about giving at this time, I urge you to 
consider the importance of even the smallest gift so that we can carry on our important work as we 
embark in the celebrations of the 1000-year jubilee of the cathedral. 
 
Meanwhile, travel and visits to Chartres are rebounding, post-pandemic, especially those sponsored 
by AFC. If you’ve never been to the magnificent Cathedral of Chartres, or long to return, now is the 
time. You are welcome to contact us (friendsofchartres@yahoo.com) if you’d like us to help organize 
a special experience in Chartres.  
 
Come and see the cathedral’s light reborn!  
 
Restoration efforts of the Cathedral continue and AFC is a significant contributor. The restoration, 
largely financed by the government of France and voluntary contributions from organizations like 
AFC, is winning high praise for bringing back Chartres’s luster, long obscured by centuries of 
accumulated grime and soot. The restoration of the south transept was completed last June. The 
restoration of the north transept started in late August. AFC is financing the restoration of two 
windows (117 and 125). The works will be completed by the end of 2024. 
 
AFC’s activities in 2023 included wonderful opportunities for donors, Board members, and friends of 
AFC to meet.  
 
In May, AFC’s Advisory Board member and licensed guide, Anne Marie Woods, welcomed Harvard 
Professor and AFC member Jeffrey Hamburger and 20 of his students for a tour of the Cathedral. 
Paul Trouilloud, architect of historical monuments, formerly architect of the cathedral, led the group to 
visit the upper parts of the cathedral. The group also visited the Atelier Lorin so that the students 
could see first-hand the process of restoring stained glass. Judging from the students’ testimony, this 
was a remarkably successful trip. 

Also in May, AFC sponsored a sold-out showing of the documentary Chartres, Light Reborn! at the 

Embassy of France in Washington. The film provides an inspiring glimpse of the talented restorers 
working on stained glass, sculpture, and interior elements of the cathedral. There was a fascinating 
Q&A with AFC’s Advisory Board member Professor Madeline Caviness after the showing. 

Several AFC donors, friends, and project partners gathered at the residence of the French 
Ambassador in July for a ceremony at which I was awarded the medal of Chevalier des Arts et des 
Lettres from the French Ambassador to the United States, H.E. Laurent Bili. I accepted this honor 
with great humility and was pleased that the occasion gave 
increased visibility to the work of American Friends of Chartres. The 
Ambassador expressed the deep gratitude of the French 
Government for the generosity of all donors to AFC and the deep 
attachment to Notre-Dame de Chartres shown by so many 
Americans. 
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In September, I was privileged to lead a donors’ trip to Chartres with the Klugparticipation of several 
Board members. Irène Jourd’heuil, Deputy Director of the Regional Directorate of the French Ministry 
of Culture, led the visit of the north transept. High up on the exterior scaffoldings we observed 
restorers remove Bay 125 (employing the same techniques used by medieval artisans!). Karine 

Boulanger, of CNRS, gave an in-situ lecture on individual pieces of glass and 
explained the decay caused largely by external pollution. After climbing the 13-
story internal scaffoldings, we witnessed the condition of the stone works, traces 
of polychromies, and changes effected during preceding restorations in the 14th 
and 19th centuries. From “way up there”, the view of the south transept and 
windows was amazing, and masterly photographed by Cora Bern-Klug. Other 
highlights included the tour of the crypt and cathedral led by Anne Marie Woods 
and Jill Geoffrion, sharing a joyous lunch with the Bishop of Chartres, 
discovering the collection of medieval and renaissance manuscripts at the 
médiathèque, and spending precious time with iconic guide Malcolm Miller (to 
soon celebrate his 90th birthday). 

In early October, Board member Jill Geoffrion and I, had the privilege of 
attending the resetting in the southern transept of the restored 17th century 
painting The Transfiguration (after Raphael) (co-financed by AFC with the 
French state).  

                                       

 

Other exciting news: AFC awarded the second Servane de Layre Mattéus Grant to Mr. Elias Feitosa 
de Amorim, Jr., a Brazilian PHD candidate at the Sorbonne. Elias is investigating the influence of 
Byzantine artistic models in France in medieval times on the representations of Mary in the windows 
of the cathedral.  

And, an APP is being developed by the nephew of Col. Welborn Griffith Gary Hendrix and AFC 
advisor Professor Ellen Shortell. The web application will greatly enhance the experience of visitors to 
Chartres. For the stained-glass segment of the APP, AFC is working in partnership with the 
International Center of Stained-Glass (CIV) in Chartres.  Using AI technology for the recognition of 
the iconography, visitors will be able to access the CIV’s data bank. For this project, a special 
crowdfunding effort has been launched on the KissKissBankBank platform 
(https://www.kisskissbankbank.com/en/projects/vitraux-de-chartres-expliquer-et-transmettre-les-
histoires-qu-ils-portent). Our team rightly wants this APP to be as near perfect as possible, so I am 
not going to venture a completion date, but we know it is going to be fabulous. 

©Cora Bern-Klug 

©Cora Bern-Klug 
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In memoriam: As the years go by, and our work becomes all the time more exciting, alas we lose 
some of our dear friends. Mike Klug, who served on AFC’s Advisory Board, passed away in Iowa City 
in March. Mike was a devoted student of medieval art and developed a lifelong love of sacred art and 
iconography. Despite serious illness, Mike delivered six stimulating online lectures focusing on 
Chartres in 2022, which will soon be posted on our website. We treasure Mike’s memory and his 
passion for Notre-Dame de Chartres continues to illuminate and energize our commitment to pursue 
the work.  

Join in for the celebration of the 1000-year jubilee of the Cathedral that will be celebrated in 
France and in the United States in 2024-2025. Our goal for these two years is to raise one million 
dollars towards the restoration of the aisles of the nave of the cathedral, thereby completing the 
restoration of the interior of the cathedral. In addition, in partnership with American and French 
cultural institutions, we are developing a comprehensive program of lectures, films, concerts, and 
exhibits in the United States, to bring the radiancy of Notre-Dame de Chartres from coast to coast. 
Watch our website, www.friendsofchartres.org  for announcements (soon) of AFC activities. We invite 
you to get involved, to send us your suggestions (friendsofchartres.org), and help coordinate events. 

Finally, dear friends of AFC, thank you again for your friendship, loyalty, and generosity. As the year 

(yes, including the tax year) ends, it is time to make sure that all your qualified contributions are 
counted in tax year 2023. Two Board Members have set up a matching donation of $10,000 each. So 
please send us your donations now.You may want to talk with an advisor about Qualified Charitable 
Deductions, which increase the tax benefits of some charitable contributions. 

As usual, you can contribute by going to: https://www.friendsofchartres.org/ and clicking on “donate” 
at the bottom of the page. (Or by check payable to American Friends of Chartres, PO Box 5921, 
Washington, DC 20016.) We also accept stock donations (Raymond James - DTC #0725). Do 
contact us for more information if needed, at friendsofchartres@yahoo.com, and include your phone 
number so that we can call you with the relevant information. 

AFC is a 501(3)(c) non-profit organization. Thus, all contributions are tax deductible in the United 

States to the extent allowed by law. 

Thank you all very much, and on behalf of AFC’s Board I wish you a prosperous and healthy 2024. 

 

Dominique Lallement, President 
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